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Brown University moving from there to the University of Georgia in 1976. In 1984, he 
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also served as Dean of the College of Natural and Agricultural Sciences from 1994 to 
2000 and he was the founding Director of the Genomics Institute and at the University of 
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During an academic career of over than 30 years Clegg has published approximately 150 
research articles and book chapters and he has authored or edited seven books. Clegg’s 
research specialty is population genetics and molecular evolution. His early work in 
population genetics focused on the dynamical behavior of linked systems of genes in 
plant and Drosophila populations. During this period, he also contributed to the 
theoretical study of multilocus systems employing computer simulations together with 
the analysis of mathematical models. Later he helped pioneer the comparative analysis of 
cholorplast DNA variation as a tool for the reconstruction of plant phylogenies. His 
current work is concerned with the comparative genomics of plant gene families, the 
molecular evolution of genes in the flavonoid biosynthetic pathway, the use of coalescent 
models to study crop plant domestication and the application of molecular markers to 
avocado improvement.  
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